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anyone's safety.1 The American and Spanish declined to move, and
Herrick, the American, did invaluable services to both belligerents
and neutrals in the next few weeks.
Fortunately for the Allies the Germans, too, had made serious
mistakes. Being confident of their superiority in the West, they had
transferred two Army Corps to the East to meet the Russian attack
in East Prussia, which, in spite of its failure, thus rendered a priceless
service to the Allies. Before the end of August they seemed to have
supposed that both French and British were completely demoralized,
and that Paris was at their mercy. Kluck, accordingly, rushed ahead
of his colleagues, thinking that they and he had no serious opposition
to face. But by this time the Allies were beginning to show signs
of life, and General Billow in the centre, finding himself seriously
pressed near Guise, called for support from Kluck, whose instructions
till then had been to descend on Paris from the west with his left on
the Oise. Kluck responded, but in so doing changed the entire line
of his march and now directed it to the east instead of the west of
Paris. At this point the Schlieffen plan went overboard, and
the Germans now aimed not at enveloping Paris from the west but
at driving the Allies south-east away from Paris.
On September 5 Gallieni declared that Paris would be defended
to the last, and Joffre, who had kept his head through all the confusion,
issued an order intimating that the backward movement had come
to an end and that the time had come for an attack. Meanwhile,
Kluck was pressing on and had reached a point south of the Marne
within twenty-five miles of Paris, and was evidently aiming at driving
a wedge between British and French. But he had left a dangerous
gap between his own and the Second German army, which was still
north of the Aisne. This was Jofire's opportunity, and as soon as
Kluck had crossed the Marne and was facing the British he gave
the signal for a general offensive. Manoury with the French Sixth
Army now attacked from north and west, and being threatened in
1 Herrick showed me specimens of die warnings he had received when I
visited him in Paris at the end of September, 1914. They were evidently
intended to suggest that unlimited frightfulness was in store for -Paris.
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